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Nursery Entitlement 

 

3- and 4-year olds 

All children of this age are entitled to 15 hours’ free childcare per year. 

3 and 4year-olds whose parents are working (and making at least the minimum 

National Insurance contributions) may be eligible for 30 hours of free early education. 

However, this eligibility does not extend to those who are subject to immigration control 

(including those with Limited Leave to Remain and undocumented migrants). 

However, if a parent has a partner who is entitled to apply and who has recourse to 

public funds then they may make the application instead. 

 

2-year-olds 

2-year-olds in England may qualify for 15 hours’ free childcare per year if they are in 

a household which receives one or more qualifying benefits, such as Income Support. 

A full list of qualifying criteria can be found here. 

2-year-olds in families with no recourse to public funds 

The Department for Education has permanently extended eligibility for the two-year-

old early education entitlement to children in households with no recourse to public 

funds (NRPF), subject to maximum income thresholds. 

Under the permanent extension eligibility to all NRPF groups, the annual household 

income thresholds for those families able to work are: 

• £26,500 for families outside of London with 1 child 

• £30,600 for families outside of London with 2 or more children 

• £34,500 for families within London with 1 child 

• £38,600 for families within London with 2 or more children 

This is subject to on-going litigation. For more information, please check the 

government guidance. 

Children whose families are in receipt of section 4 asylum support will automatically 

qualify, regardless of income. 

 

When can an eligible child enrol? 

Any eligible child can enrol in the school term after their 2nd birthday. 

https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-2-year-olds?step-by-step-nav=f237ec8e-e82c-4ffa-8fba-2a88a739783b
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1100557/Free_early_education_for_2-year-olds_-_accessing_eligibility_for_families_with_no_recourse_to_public_funds.pdf

